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Synopsis

One-liner:

What was a simple job escalates into a violent misunderstanding in this heart-stopping drama involving an
American family and the three immigrant laborers hired to help them move. Enrique, a young man far from
home, must quickly decide where his loyalty really lies.

Detailed Synopsis:

What was a typical job escalates into a violent argument in this heart-stopping drama. Enrique is a young
man far from home trying to make a living wage as a day laborer on the streets of Los Angeles. He thinks he
has finally caught a break when Marcus and Kathy pick him up, along with two other immigrant laborers,
to help them move. On the job Enrique meets and befriends their teenage son Zack as he helps pack up his
childhood room. But things quickly take a turn for the worst when Marcus attempts to pay the men with a
check, unaware that day laborers are often cheated out of their wages with bad checks. A simple misunderstanding explodes into a violent standoff with Enrique stuck in the middle.
“A Day’s Work” examines the hopes and fears inherent to the immigrant story, both on the part those crossing
the border and those willing to take advantage of the influx of cheap labor. When violence erupts, the prejudices of all involved are brought to light and mistrust, assumption and language stand as barriers to an easy
resolution.
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Director’s Statement
“A Day’s Work” is about the situation we are born into in life. For some, we are born in a wealthy country, into
a life where we can choose what we want to do, what interests us. For others, life from the very beginning is a
constant struggle, to survive, to care for our family, to live our lives. This for me is at the core of the immigration debate, the haves and the have nots, people just wanting to improve their lives and work hard, others not
wanting their lives threatened, and sometimes willing to take advantage of the desperate.
I grew up the son of an immigrant. My father fought for everything, had to make it on his own without help
from anybody. He told me growing up that I should feel lucky, that I don’t know what a hard life really means.
And you know what; he was right. I didn’t, not really. And so I began learning, and trying to understand the
lives of those born without the opportunities I had in this country.
This story was born out of that. That desire to explore the boundaries between people, and the assumptions
that we make. It is a story where everyone has cause for jumping to the wrong conclusion: Luis, one of the day
laborers, who has been abused and cheated and treated like dirt so many times he can’t bear to be falsely
accused one more time. Marcus, the father, not wanting to be racist, but unable to help feeling suspicious of
the laborers he hired. And Enrique, 18 years old, trying desperately to raise money for his family to join him in
America, just wanting to work hard and join the American Dream… until the job becomes a nightmare.
This is a film that will make you clutch the edge of your seat, terrified because you are the only one who knows
that no one is at fault, that it is all a misunderstanding born of prejudice and former abuses and preconceptions. It is a tragic story, but a hopeful one.
- Rajeev Dassani
Director, “A Day’s Work”
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Filmmaker Biographies
Rajeev Dassani - Writer / Director
As an identical twin, Rajeev figured out
from an early age that life is about standing out and screaming “I am different!”
even as his parents dressed him and his
brother exactly the same. As a kid he did
this by writing intense short stories and
painting and drawing anything and everything he could. But he soon discovered his
true passion, a way to mix all his artistic
pursuits – directing film.
First came studying under the Emmy
award winning director Joan Darling in
his home state of North Carolina, then
working in development on “The Antwone Fisher Story” directed by Denzel Washinton and “Bruce Almighty”
directed by Tom Shadyac. Rajeev subsequently took the plunge and studied film at the University of Southern
California, picking up an MFA as well as winning numerous awards for his films including the James Bridges
Directing Award, The Barbara Corday Scholarship and the Hollywood Foreign Press Association Award.
His thesis film at USC, “A Day’s Work” has already won the Fotokem Grant for Excellence and received a film
grant from Kodak, Producer Robert Lorenz, Director Clint Eastwood and the production of “Flags of Our Fathers”. It will soon be hitting the film festival circuit.
Rajeev plans to continue writing and directing intense, dramatic, hilarious, adventurous and heart-stopping
pieces of film, though he wants you to know he and his identical twin (whom he often co-writes and directs
with) are very different people.
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Charles Uy - Producer
CHARLES R. UY is currently attending the University of Southern California School of Cinema-Television for
his MFA. He graduated with a BFA degree in film making from New York’s School of Visual Arts with directing
as his major. His short thesis film, WAITING IN THE WINGS garnered Charles numerous awards which include:
Academy of Motion Picture Arts & Sciences
Silver Medal Award Winner for Drama - 24th Annual Student Academy Awards
Directors Guild of America
Directors Guild of America Student Academy Award
Television Academy of Arts & Science Regional Award Winner Drama
Directors Guild Of America Best Student Minority Filmmaker Award
INTERCOM (International Communications Competition) Gold Plaque: Student Short Subject
School of Visual Arts Dusty Awards
Outstanding Film & Direction
Kodak Filmmakers Grant
In 1998, Charles began working for the Wolper Organization researching and creating a database of all the
film, television and live event works of David L. Wolper. Under the DGA mentor program, he then went on
location to New York to shadow Joel Schumacher for the filming the motion picture FLAWLESS starring Robert
DeNiro.
Charles returned to the Wolper Organization and produced a 45 minute video photo album for David L. Wolper’s 50th anniversary show business celebration sponsored by the AFI and Warner Bros. Documentary producer
William Kronick hired Charles as director of research, on DAVID L. WOLPER: THE MAN WHO MAKES THINGS
HAPPEN after seeing his work.
After a brief stint assisting a literary agent, Charles moved on to Fox Family Channel to work in primetime
movie development and acquisitions. Charles is the curator of the David L. Wolper Center for the Study of
the Documentary at the University of Southern California and works on independent projects for Mr. Wolper.
Charles continues to independently produce and direct music videos while developing feature film projects.
Currently he resides in Southern California with his wife, Joan Almedilla, who is currently performing the role
of Fantine, on the National Broadway tour Les Miserables.
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Michael Tringe - Producer
Michael Tringe graduated from Harvard, where he studied History and Science and worked on several short
films. He then taught high school English, drama, and film at the American School of Tangier in Morocco, before enrolling as a film student at USC. He has worked on several short projects, including “Dirty Love,” “The
Gift,” and “El Chisme,” and he looks forward directing more of his own work in the future.

Julie Sifuentes - Producer
Julie is a native of Southern California and has a BA in Communications from CSU, Long Beach where she
graduated top of her class. She is in her third year at USC where her emphasis is on producing. Julie’s taste in
films is eclectic, ranging from classic American cinema to the French new wave to earlier works of Latin cinema. Understanding that a film starts and ends with a producer, Julie vows to only make films she is passionate about—films with originality and character—films that affect people in a meaningful way. This is Julie’s
second time teaming up with director Lindsey Shockley, as she produced LUCKY, directed by Lindsey Shockley
in 2005.

Nicola Marsh - Cinematographer
Nicola Marsh grew up in London, England. She first moved to the US to work as a news camerawoman for
NBC. After three years of covering burning buildings, household germs and Laci Peterson, she moved to Los
Angeles in search of something deeper. Luckily she found USC, where she completed the Masters’ Film Production Program. While there, she won a $40,000 scholarship from the David Lean Foundation. In 2006 she
directed “Last Exit” which won third place at the PlanetOut Short Film Awards, which is being distributed by
Logo Television.
In that same year she shot and directed a music video for Bright Eyes’ beloved indie hit “First Day of My Life”
(Official Selection Outfest ‘06). She also co-directed a documentary for the Victory Fund, profiling Congresswoman Heather Mizeur. She was accepted into the Film Independent’s prestigious Project Involve program,
and her mentor is the award winning director Jamie Babbit (But I’m a Cheerleader, Alias). She has shot an
array of USC thesis films, including the award-winning documentary “Walk in the Light” about a gay black
church in South Central Los Angeles.
Nicola currently works in Los Angeles as a freelance cinematographer. Her clients include, CBS (The Tyra
Banks Show), TLC, Logo, the Discovery Channel and MTV.
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Luis Chavez - “Enrique”

Cast Biographies

Luis started his career appearing in numerous TV shows in co-star and guest star roles. His versatility have
allowed him to show his talent in shows as diverse as: “Monk”, “ER” “Malcolm in the Middle”, and “Sleeper Cell” After working in a few independent
films, he had the opportunity to act along Jim Carey in the comedy “Fun with
Dick & Jane”. Since then, he has steadly, through hard work, added more
credits to his roster. He was seen last May in the Lion Gate’s film “Delta
Farce and can be seen in Steven Soderbergh’s blockbuster film “Oceans
13”.
He recently wrapped the Guillermo Del Toro’s produced indie film, due out
December 2007, “While she was out” in his first supporting lead role opposite Kim Basinger. Luis is currently busy , joining the cast of ABC Family’s “Lincoln Heights” for its second season that begins airing September,
2007.

Carter Jenkins - “Zack”

Carter can next be seen co-starring in the upcoming CBS series “Viva
Laughlin”. He starred in the NBC series “Surface”, and has acted in many
shows including “House M.D.”, “The 4400” and “CSI Miami”, as well as
movies such as “The Bad News Bears” and “Keeping Up with the Steins”.
Carter Jenkins began his acting career in his home town of Tampa,
Florida, beginning with Community Theatre around the age of seven.
His parents thought this would pacify his desire to be an actor, but they
couldn’t have been more wrong! After the performance of a community
play Carter was approached by a local agent. That night set things rolling. After booking local and national commercials, Carter really wanted
more. In July of 2002 he and his mother traveled to L.A. for training. After
two weeks in L.A., he was represented by a top agent and was soon getting auditions as well as callbacks and
bookings.
Coming from a very close family and not wanting to be separated, his success made it necessary for the
family to make the move to Los Angeles. Carter now lives in Los Angeles with his parents, his older sister and
older brother (also an actor). In addition to acting Carter enjoys playing baseball, basketball and football. He
loves being with his family and having fun. And although not living in Tampa Florida anymore, he is still a
Buccaneers fan.
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Eddie Martinez - “Luis”

J. Eddie Martinez recently moved to LA from NYC. He misses a few things
about NY, but loves California, especially the weather. In NY, he did a
lot of theater and had appearances on the NY shows Law & Order, Law
& Order CI, Conviction, Jonny Zero and Parco PI. In Los Angeles, he was
part of the Cricketfeet actors showcase produced by Bonnie Gillespie and
directed by Anna Christopher. He has worked on two films that are now
entering their festival run. Most recently, he is in development of a short
film that he co-wrote and will begin shooting in September. J. Eddie will
also appear this fall on the CBS show “The Unit”.

Hugo Garcia - “Rodrigo”

Hugo Garcia is a talented Venezuelan actor, who kicked off his acting
career with Teatro Avante in the play “Lila la Mariposa” at the International Hispanic Theatre Festival. This incredibly versatile actor continued
to impress theatre audiences in productions such as: Divinas Palabras
(Divine Words), PD: Tu gato ha muerto (PS: your cat is dead), Donde esta
el Tenor? (Lend me a Tenor), and La Pareja Dispareja (The Odd Couple) all
produced by the Hispanic Theater Guild. His portrayal of memorable characters like Lazarito in La Ultima Parada (A Streetcar Named Desire) produced by Arting Together and Paco in Something Else produced by Miami
Dade Community College Theater Group Prometeo left a lasting impression
on both audiences and critics. Starring in plays like El Huevo del Gallo
(The Rooster’s Egg) and the classic Charles Dickens, A Christmas Carol
presented at the University of Miami where he received outstanding critical reviews sealed his place in the Latin theatre scene. In 2005 and 2006
he returned to the stage to star in two successful and critically acclaimed
shows: Las Leandras and the Pharaohs Court at the Miami Dade County Auditorium. In addition to his roles on
stage he has also made a gratifying transition into film and television.

www.daysworkfilm.com
(310) 721-6906
contact@daysworkfilm.com

Leigh Hill - “Katherine”

Leigh recently brought her comedic touch to the big screen thriller
Undertow, as the flirtatious Muriel opposite Josh Lucas. Soon after, she
garnered Best Actress honors at the Cinemacabre Film Festival, for her
portrayal of a determined killer in the award-winning feature Ghost of
the Needle.
This year, you’ll find Leigh in the indie films Book of Tomorrow and
Impasse, screening at film festivals across the country. She also starred
in, and produced, the nationally acclaimed and multiple award-winning
short film White Bitch Down, currently distributed by IFC Films and a
perennial favorite on the film festival circuit.

Leigh’s first break came with a starring role in the highly rated NBC TV
special Angels: Mysterious Messengers, narrated by the legendary Patty
Duke. Up next, she was asked to Guest Star & Host the cult favorite Remains of the Bird; a unique Thanksgiving episode of the hit tv comedy Good Eats with Chef Alton Brown.
In other projects Leigh has been fortunate to work along side such talent ranging from Faye Dunaway and
Lesley Ann Warren, to cult horror figure Tom Savini, and Gary Cole among others.
If you visit the Smithsonian, you can see Leigh as Inspector Niece, her starring role in the long-running series
of films for the US Postal Inspectors. And, her voice may seem familiar to you; Leigh can be heard regularly
on television, film and radio spots nationwide.

Jack Brand - “Marcus”
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